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NATIONAL DISABILITY AGREEMENT  

 
What is the content of the Agreement? 

The Commonwealth is giving the States and Territories (the States) an additional  
$1.3 billion in funding over five years, including $901 million from the Disability 
Assistance Package to be rolled into the base of the agreement and an additional 
$408 million to help with reform and to provide the highest ever level of indexation, 
bringing to $5.3 billion the Commonwealth commitment to the National Disability 
Agreement over the next five years. 
  
The National Disability Agreement has been established to affirm the commitment of all 
governments to work in partnership and with stakeholders, including people with disability 
their families and carers, to improve outcomes for people with disability.  The National 
Disability Agreement provides a framework for the provision of government support for 
people with disability.   
 
What will the impact of the Agreement? 

The Agreement clarifies roles and responsibilities for funding and administration of 
disability services and signals agreed objectives, outcomes and national priorities for the 
delivery of disability services for people with disabilities, their families and carers.  
Accountability of governments under the Agreement is enhanced through more transparent 
performance reporting.  The Agreement contains performance indicators that governments 
will report against to demonstrate their achievement of agreed outcomes. 

The National Disability Agreement will take over from the third Commonwealth-State 
Territory Disability Agreement which expires on 31 December 2008.   

What will change? 

Under the new National Disability Agreement the Commonwealth will continue to be 
responsible for income support and employment services for people with disability.  The 
States will continue to be responsible for disability support services for people with 
disability.  All levels of government will be responsible for national policy reforms, 
provision of data and improvements of outcomes for Indigenous Australians.  The 
Commonwealth and the States will continue to work co-operatively to implement these 
reforms. 

What is the Nature of the Reform? 

Some of the key reforms include:  

• improved access to disability care including consideration of systems that provide a 
single point of access; 

• nationally-consistent assessment processes and a quality assurance system; 
• a renewed focus on early intervention and planning to ensure that clients receive the 

most appropriate and timely support; 
• service providers will be better able to develop train and employ care workers; 
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• more consistent access to disability aids and equipment; 
• a commitment by all levels of government to work together to better measure the level 

of unmet demand for disability services; and 
• continued work on reform of roles and responsibilities in relation to community 

mental health, disability services and aged care.  

What are the benefits that will flow from the Agreement? 
Reforms to the disability services system will make it easier for people with disability, their 
families and carers to access the right support through case-based early intervention and to 
move through the system as their needs change.  The reforms simplify funding and service 
delivery responsibilities to make it easier to coordinate services, close service gaps and 
improve access to the right services.  

What will the impact of the Reform be? 
The reforms will create an effective, efficient and equitable disability services system with a 
focus on timely, person-centred approaches and lifelong planning.  A system which includes 
improved access, along with nationally-consistent assessment processes and a quality assurance 
system, will be created within each jurisdiction.  The reforms will have a renewed focus on 
early intervention and will result in a more consistent access to disability aids and 
equipment.  Service providers will be better able to develop, train and employ disability care 
workers and all governments will work together to measure better the level of actual demand 
for disability services.  

When will the changes take effect? 
The National Disability Agreement will commence from 1 January 2009. 
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